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THE GOOD ROADS MAN.
We are soon to have appointed

by the commissioners a man to act
on the good roads committee for
this locality. Wew.nderwhat the
object of this office is any way.

Is it to satisfy somebody's politi.
cal ambition or for some one's
political debt, or is it that the public
highways may be Improved?

This is an important appointment
for the community and one in which
tne tax payers are vitally interested.

The men who put up their good
money to pay the expenses of this

position and to do the improving he

may favor, want value received for

the expenditure. We cannot see

that it makes any diff rence to the

people what may be the political or

religious belief of the appointee, but

it does make a great difference to

them whether he is a practical man

and knows a good rod frc-- n a hog

wallow and has some definite ideas

about read building and what it

takes to make and minta:n a good

scientific road.
The mayor of the city is by virtue

f his office a member of that coin
mittee and he may be a man who

knows about as much about what ii

takes to make a good permanent

road as does an ordinary Democrat

about the tariff. We hope when it

comes to appointing this tran the

commissioners will look only to he

qualifications of the man, f Iss

of his politics or popular y' We

want the man who is fitted for the

place and can see that the work is

done in a systematic and scientific

manner.
The great and crying need of this

country now is improved roads.

The time h-- .J come when we can no

afford to divg to and from
I town through mud tip to the axles.

With the prettiest country to look at
J

in the world, where nature has done

so much for us there cannot much

longer be any excuse for our un

improved roads. Sufficient and

complete drainage seems to be the

chief clement cf good roads in this

country as well as any other. Many

of our roads can be rendered allto
gether good the year rround by

proper drainage snd a persistent use

of th drag. Many sections need

toD dressineof rock atdcravel. Is
muv Dlaces a eood dressing with

oil is all that is needed after drain
age and grading are looked after.

We want a wan on thisxommittee (A

good common sense and sousd
judgm-em- ttiore than a kid glocc

aristocrat. We hope rur conmm
sioners will select suoh a man,

'I here is too much money to be

handled and the interests are to
great to give the matter tiut a pass- -

ing thought or to appoint a wan

because some one owes him a

debt. Let us hivo a good

man for the place regardless of ail

other considerations.

Tariff Reform1 Under
Cleveland.

Editor Chicaco "Tribucie": We

hear much now from both parties

about "Tariff reform." We had

touch of it under the Cleveland ad

ministration and a sad experience .

was. too. to everv one. How short

our memories are!
Visiting the German exhibition of

rntlerv durinc 's Fair I

remarked to the manufacturer in

charge of one section: You have
. fine exhibition here, sir." Yen,"

aid he, "and I have a warehouse

Cull of it ready made up to ship in

loan as vour tariff is removed!"

It was removed and our workmen
' fat their knives a little cheaper, but

they lost their jobs of making them,
7"nd other commodities, and we had

I silent factories and mills, as well at
I jd'e paupers with the attendant soup

(and lodging houses and living on

charities.
As roon as possible after the Mc-Kin- ley

administration could gtt to

STlLcIN SERIOUSCONDITION
The earthquake sufferers in

southern Italy and the island of

Sicily are still in a deplorable con- -

dition.
The whole world started relief

measures at once and many cargoes

of provisions and supplies have

reiched portions of the strieken

country, but there are yet thousands

of suffers who are still In a destitute

and starving condition. Our great

fleet is now approaching, through

the Suez canal, and it will furnish

all the relief within its power.

Looters and robbers are swarming

over the ruins of the stricken cities,

pillaging the , houses, stripping the

dead ind terrorizing the living. The

officials, assisted by sailors from

foreign vessels, are guarding all pos

sible points as best they can, but

they cant be everywhere. They

have orders to shoot the miscreants

at sight, and they don't seem slow

in obeying ordeis. It will be some

time yet before any systematic re-

lief can be established. In the

meantime eruptions and rumb'ings

in the ea-t- h continue and the peo-

ple are in constant terror.

work it reformed the tariff back

again, and our mills and factories

s'arted up again. Our workers were

employed at good wages. So Instead
of being a lot of Jependent paupers
we became a creditor nation, and
we had a balance of $700,000,000
in our favor and our workers have
lived well beeu paid well, and,
where economical, have money in

bank. P. S. C.

URGES TARIFF ON LEMONS.
"The 2,000,000 boxes of lemons

annually imported from Italy, if

grown in America would furnish
coLtinuous employment, at good
wages, to 5,000 people and would
comfortably support 5,000 families
in the United States."

This is the assertion of A. F. Call,
a leading lemon grower of Corona,
Cal., and one of the committee of
growers who represented the Ameri-

can lemon industry before the Ways
and Means committee at Washing'
ton.

Mr. Call continued; ''Should the
duty on lemons be reduced, it means
the wiping out of the business of
every lemon grower in America
When the bulk of the California
lemons are on the market the im

porters' organization Roods the
Eastern rsarket with lemons at a

price that the American rowers
cannot meet. Thenas the American
crop is rf'p"sed of, the importers
increase tfcur quotations, the re-

sult being that the public com-

pelled to pay an exorbitant price.
All the American lemon growers auk

is a market that will enable them to

continue ia business, increase the
acreage and pay American labor a

fair wage.
"With the home market safe

guarded tfce orange industry has
been developed to a point where
better oraRges are being said for
Jess money here than in any other
plate in the world. With the same
cafeguards it will be only a few

years until the same can be said f

American lemons. Ia 1889 th im

portation of foreign oranges had
dwindled to .275,000. At the same
time the people of this country have
cheaper oranges than ever before.
For we are no longer at the mercy
of importers." Philadelphia "Pub-

lic Ledger."

Several or our streets are now nicely
macadamized and they are a line
street to drive over, but ob my. the
dust. Wonder what we are going l)
doabonttbat? It seems much worse
than the natural dirt.

'Who do you waoi for mayor? It Is
about tint to express yourself or ever
afterwards bold your peace. There
are also several councllruen aod m ru-

ber of tbe schoel board to elect.
Better get some good men out for
tbasa places.

l
V- k. l-- -

THE IRONY OF POLITICS.
What might be called the irony of

politics in popular government is

revealed by the discussion in con-

nection with the reputed offer to

Senator Long of Kansas of a place

in President Taft's cabinet. Sena-

tor Long denies the offer, according

to the reports, and declares he

could not afford to accept suah an

honor if it were tendered. He says

he is too poor to maintain the po-

sition of a cab'net minister mean-

ing, of course, that he could not
afford to live in the style which is

required of such an official in Wash-

ington society.
Here is a man who has been a

f.uthful and efficient public servant
for ten years or mare; who has held
one of the highest and most im

portant offices under our govern-

ment; who has given some of the
best years of his life to the service
of the people, and yet, in the prim?
of manhood and the flower of his

maturity, he is cut off from promo
tion and forced to retire to the
shades cf private citizenship on ac
couut of his poverty, or, rather, be.
cause of the excessive demands of

snobbish society at the national
capital. It is of no consequence
that he merits promotion, and that
the public, and Washington society
in particular, should delight to hon
or such a man. The fact that his

talents and works as a senator won

the admiration and friendship alike
of Presidant Roosevelt- - and Mr.
Taft counts for nothing against the
foolish edict of an ostentatious,
empty-head- ed society clique which
dictates the social customs at Wash-

ington.
That such a state of affairs is

radically wrong all sensible people
will admit. Senator Long's poverty,
relatively speaking, is his crowning
badge of honor. During his years
of service in the house and senate
he could undoubtedly hare accumu
Iated a fortune by simply turning
his knowledge of public affairs to
accauat in Wall street. Upon count
less occasions when important meas
ures were pending in the senate he
could doubtless have sold his know
ledge of tbe secrets of committee
rooms at his own price but that
idea is beyond discussion for the
simple reason that there is not a

Kansan in public life, in high sta
tion, who could be bribed to betray
his country's secrets at any price.
And so the fact that Senator LoRg
is a poor man is much to his credit.

ttui me utr;y situation remains
that by reasoa of his honesty and
disinterested public servile all these
years he is to be banished from pub-
lic life and debarred from continu
ing to serve kij country in a higher
place in which his ability would
have fuller opportnnity to manifest
its vilue to' himself and the people
And this is the country in which
democracy is seen at its best and
where the plain, common people
rule! Kansas City Journal.

Civil Service Examina-
tion Clerk-Carrie- r.

An examination for olerk and car
rier will be beld at the postofflce in
this city on January 23, sri.

Age limit, 18 to 45 year?, 00 tbe data
of the examination.

.Married women will not be ad
mitted to the examination.

Unmarried women will be admitted
to the examination, but are eligible
for appoint ment only aa clerk.

Applicants must e pli)slcalf
sound, and male applicants must be
nut lees than I feet 4 Inches in height
without boots or shoes, and weigh not
Uss than 12fi rounds wttbont over-
coat or hat.

For application blanks aod full
information relative to the examina-
tion, qualifications, duties, falarleo,
vacations, promotions, etc., address
Immediately

CASPER P. SWANK,
Secretary, Board of Civil Service

Examination, Postofflce, Channte,
Kaosas.

The Tax Commission's Report
and Recomm"'"iatIons.

The first report tie Legislature
of the State Tafy ymmission, post
dated January 11, has been given
out In advance for the benefit of

members at their homes. It wi.l

repay a careful perusal and study

not only by them but by all persons
in Kansas concerned in taxes, and

that "enibraces all taxpayers nol

merely those taxpayers who pa)
taxes directly to the county treas

urtis. There are indirecttaxpayers,
and they pay taxes 365 days in the
year. Taegeral subject of tax-

ation is of as vital concern to them
as to those taxpayers who take large

tax receipts -- cial of the
State.

The Capital has just received the
report and recommendations of the
Tax Commission and we intend 10

do it what justice we can in detail
in the futnre. Valuable statistical
information involving a great dea!

of work apart from the iramedia'e
work ot the commission in supervis
ing the new law and its first year's
operation is supplied by this report,
such as a tabulated statement of the
precise proportion of the total tax. ?,

state, county, city, township and
school district, paid by laads, city
realestate, peraonal property and
public service corporations every
year since 1862, as well as estimi.es
of the trne value of different classe-o- f

property and of the persona'
property still escaping assessment
and taxation in spite of the new law.

The relation of personal property
to the subject of taxation is of

course the one overshodowing prob
lem In taxation here and every
where, ana it takes up the gveatei
part of the report of the commission
in Kansas, as it does in other states
The commission gives a partial di

gest of the opinions of commissions
and economists over the country on
the personal property qnestion. Fo
Kansas it make? an estimate based
on comparisons with former assess
ments and the experience this last
year of tke amount of personal
property that escapes the assessor
under the new law, and finds that
approximately one-hal- f of personal
property is not on the rolls and pays
no taxes. So that, while a great
deal has been done to equaliz
taxation by the law of two years
ago, it still remains true that per
sonal property evades the assessor
to a very great extent; and it follows
that the proportion of personal
property which is assessed, to the
ertent that it is assessed at its true
valae, is more unjustly treated, with
relition to personal property which
escapes, than before the law was

enacted. The one inescapable
weakness of the personal property
tax is the fact that in the end it
rests with the owner to give in or
withold his personal property of an
intangible character, and it is mainly
this intangible property that re

mains out.
The State Tax Commission recom

mends as a preliminary to meeting
the problems of the personal proper
ty tax an amendment of the Consti-

tution that will enable the Legisla
ture to classify property for purposes
of taxation. It also recommends
some separation of Stale and local
sources of revenue, there beiog now

one common pool, the general as-

sessment, into which the State dips
its band for a portion and the sub-

divisions of the State taking their
respective portions, excepting that
the State does raise about half a

million dollars by special assess-

ments on insurance companies, a
small assessment on corporation
franchises and from fees in institu
tions and otherwise. New York, on

the other hand, raises no part of
the revenues of the State from the
general assessment of property;
Pennsylvania raises its revenues
from special snbjects of Statt tax-
ation almost exclusively; Connect!

If you have
purchased0

not already

LauiKS uisas mm mm&
see us before doing so. Price

J no object, but move the goods
Y we must. tfr

Headquarters
J. For Ladies' Home Journal Patterns tffc

J. F. and E. F. Armstrong!
104-10- 6 West Main

Figure Your Furniture Bills
With Me

I sell good Furniture,
I sell at Low Prices,
I sell Rugs, Mattings, Lino-

leums, Etc.
Brine? any Furniture Catalogue to me. I

beat any mail order house on earth if you buy
on same terms and conditions.

a. F. WADS,
119 121 West Main St.

The New Store
Kimbrough & Co.

At the old Red Flag stand. No. 313 EasS Main

Having bought the Red Flag stock and filled
goods we are prepared to give you sa.isfaction in

We guarantee fair and courteoMs treatment.

Country Produce Wanted
cnt gets no State support from the
general assessment, and Ohio gets
but one-thir- of I per cent of Its
State revenues from the general
property assessment. So with some
other States, where separation of
the sources of revenues has been
undertaken. A third recommends
tion of the commission is the enact
ment this winter of an inheritance
tax, based on the Wisconsin law,
which has passed the tests of the
courts an. I is taken as a model.
Wisconsin adds to its State revenue
upwards of $ to,ooo by the inheri
tance tax law. Other recommenda
tions are the limitation of levies by
taxing bodies, the assessment of
companies owning ears other than
transportation companies, hssess-me- nt

of express companies by an
excise tax, and some incidental
amendments to the present tax law.

This report is valuable as a dis
cussion of the general subject of
taxation in the State and for the in-

formation given. It is conservative
on all phases of taxation and in its
recommendations for more law,
Tepeka Capital.

up with fresh new
the Grocery Line.

THE NEW LEGISLA TUJ(E.
Kansas is about to have another

session of her Legislature, soon the
solons will meet in Topeka to grind
out another batch of laws. We
wonder how this state ever managed
to live and prosper twenty or thirty
years ago. There have been in- -

al

numerable ne lavs passed there
for her wjllfure and each ses,im of
the L"gislam-- e g.inds out another
big batch. Wonderuf we wilt ver
g;t throu! ?

We hope the coTvng Legisl ire
wiil confine its delibjrations to new
laws that may be nerde.l and to cor-
rection of defects in lawi we already
have. This is no time for freak
Legislation. We need sorat uniform
raad system for thesU'e, our school
interests ue-- d attention and sjme
"wuiii.aiiuu ui our tax law is

Ifths Legislature would
give a good share of its attention to
these questions and a few others
that the people are demanding and
devote less time to digging railroads
and other corporations in a sense-
less wy. more good will be

and less evil resnlt.


